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Planning for a healthy and natural environment  

The new Planning Guidance issued by the Town and Country Planning Association with The 

Wildlife Trusts was formally launched on Monday 9th July at the House of Commons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The guidelines were put together with the help of 36 

environmental organisations, including the Royal 

Horticultural Society (RHS) and the Wildlife 

Gardening Forum, both of which also supported the 

publication costs.  The guidelines are set to provide 

local authorities with all they need to ensure local 

plans deliver a network of wildlife-rich places in 

their area. It became necessary to produce new 

guidance when the previous planning documentation was swept away under the new 

(England) National Planning Policy Framework published in March this year.  

 

The planning system in England has a central role to play in the protection and restoration of 

the natural environment.  Ensuring green infrastructure is protected, restored, created and 

managed through the strategic planning process, and specific planning decisions, is at the 

heart of this guidance. 

 

In March, the National Planning Policy Framework gave local authorities a year in which to 

get their local plans in place, embedding policies which deliver strategic green infrastructure 

to protect important wildlife sites and species in local and neighbourhood plans.  This guide 

has been designed to offer advice on how Green Infrastructure (GI) and wildlife can be 

protected and enhanced through Local Plan policies and development management decisions, 

working within those policies set out in the National Planning Policy Framework.   

 

The new publication was launched by the Rt Hon. Hilary Benn MP, who until the last 

election was Secretary of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The 

Conservatives were represented by George Hollingbery, member of the Communities and 

Local Government Select Committee. 



 

In launching the new guidance, Hilary Benn 

said:  

 

“Humankind has finally come to realise that 

the natural world does not just inspire awe and 

wonder, and lift our spirits, but that it also 

helps sustain our very existence.  Green 

infrastructure gives us water, food, fuel, 

medicines, and helps to clean the air, and we 

now understand the economic cost of getting 

things wrong.  That is why we have to take it 

into account in future decisions about what we 

develop and where.  

  

I greatly welcome the new guidance on green 

infrastructure and biodiversity which The 

Wildlife Trusts and the Town and Country Planning Association have produced.  I know it 

will be a practical guide to planners and others as they seek to find a better balance in the 

way in which we undertake sustainable development while seeking to protect and enhance the 

wonder that we see around us, and which lie beneath our seas, for future generations." 

 

From the perspective of the Wildlife Gardening Forum, the new document is greatly 

welcome. The core definition of GI remains “‘a network of multi-functional green space, 

urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of 

life benefits for local communities’
1
  

 

The new guidance goes much further by listing important components of GI.  I have 

emboldened phrases that seem to me to have extended the range of habitats and structures 

that planners should consider of environmental importance, and you can see that 

private/domestic gardens are mentioned twice.   

 

 Natural and semi-natural rural and urban green spaces – including woodland and 

scrub, grassland, heath and moor, wetlands, open and running water, brownfield 

sites, bare rock habitats (for example cliffs and quarries), coasts, beaches, and 

community forests. 

 Parks and gardens – urban parks, country and regional parks, formal and 

private gardens, and institutional grounds (for example at schools and hospitals). 

 Amenity green space – informal recreation spaces, play areas, outdoor sports 

facilities, housing greenspaces, domestic gardens, community gardens, roof 

gardens, village greens, commons, living roofs and walls, hedges, civic spaces, 

and highway trees and verges. 

 Allotments, city farms, orchards, and suburban and rural farmland. 

 Cemeteries and churchyards.  
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 Green corridors – rivers and canals (including their banks), road verges and rail 

embankments, cycling routes, and rights of way. 

 Sites selected for their substantive nature conservation value – Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest and Local Sites (Local Wildlife Sites and Local Geological Sites). 

 Nature Reserves (statutory and non-statutory). 

 Green space designations (selected for historic significance, beauty, recreation, 

wildlife, or tranquillity). 

 Archaeological and historic sites. 

 Functional green space such as sustainable drainage schemes (SuDS) and flood 

storage areas. 

 Built structures – living roofs and walls, bird and bat boxes, and roost sites within 

existing and new-build developments. 

 

What I find particularly exciting is that the new guidance does not set up designated nature 

reserves as the prime conservation priority, and puts them in their proper context as (better 

than average) components of the overall framework of habitats within England.  Previously, 

undesignated green space had little status in planning, now it is ALL of significance and will 

require proper consideration even if it isn’t a protected site, or hold protected species like the 

great crested newt, bane of property developers everywhere.  

Here are some significant references to gardens: 

Principle 6 – GI needs to be central to the development’s design and must reflect 

and enhance the area’s locally distinctive character: 

The GI network should be fully integrated within the design of a development, 

reaching into the built environment and incorporating gardens, open space, 

extensive corridors, and improvements that connect with the wider countryside and 

reflect and enhance local distinctiveness and landscape character. Detailed planning 

for GI at the initial stages of the development proposal will help to make both the GI 

and the development as a whole more successful and will contribute most 

significantly to a sense of place. 

 [This recognises that GI shouldn’t be just “space left after planning”, but part of the 

core design of developments. It also accepts that gardens are often a major part of the 

local character of an urban area.] 

Principle 8 – GI should achieve physical and functional connectivity between 

sites at strategic and local levels: Although a physically joined-up network is 

desirable, simple proximity can be enough to functionally integrate an individual 

green space such as a private garden into a wider network, enabling species to 

move and helping to reduce the effects of climate change.  

[Good to see the role of gardens in providing connectivity in a fractured landscape is 

recognised] 

 

Principle 9 – GI needs to include accessible spaces and facilitate physically 

active travel:  GI within a development should include attractive, engaging and safe 

outdoor spaces which meet a variety of social, health and well-being needs for local 

people, including contact with nature, recreation, education, active travel (including 

walking and cycling), water management, landscape amenity, and ‘climate cooling’. 

Such spaces include parks, play areas, community gardens, housing estate 

landscapes, playing fields, off-road walking and cycling routes, rivers, canals, road 



verges and structural landscaping, Local Green Space designations, Local Nature 

Reserves, and private gardens. Accessibility need not always be direct and physical 

– it can be visual and auditory. 

[Gardens are important for us as well as for nature, even if they are private and we 

can’t actually go in them] 

 

Elsewhere, the guidance mentions the need for allotment/garden societies to be included as 

partners alongside Biodiversity Partnerships and local record centres when preparing and 

consulting on plans for GI and biodiversity. 

Under “Design Standards” we find:  

 

The amount of GI that should be provided, along with its character and distribution, 

ultimately depends on the individual nature of the location and its specific 

circumstances, the type of development, and the contribution it can make to 

improving ecological connectivity….A principle of no net loss of GI could be used, 

with a general aim that a minimum of 40% of the total land should constitute GI 

(including private gardens and living roofs, as well as any individual site). Where 

there are policies or designations that require greater green space provision (for 

example in Community Forests, where 30% woodland cover is required), these 

requirements should be provided as a minimum, as part of the GI plan. 

 

The design of a development should aim to reflect and enhance the area’s locally 

distinctive character. In achieving this, existing biodiversity features of 

environmental, historical or cultural interest, such as habitats of principal importance, 

ancient woodland and hedgerows, the remains of previous settlements, open spaces, 

and routes long used by local communities, should all be conserved and integrated 

into the design. Private gardens can also be a key determinant of local 

distinctiveness. GI can be harnessed as a positive ‘place-shaping’ tool, and where 

appropriate can be used to positively transform local character. 

 

Gardens have roles in achieving net gains for biodiversity: 

Other green space where nature conservation may not be the primary objective (for 

example private gardens, parks, public rights of way, and cycle routes) can, if 

managed sensitively for wildlife, help to sustain and increase particular species and 

contribute to achieving net gains for biodiversity by serving as stepping stones and 

corridors 

 

Under “Community Engagement”: 

 

Community activity is recognised as fundamental to promoting well-functioning and 

sustainable communities. For example, city farms and community-managed gardens 

and parks are increasingly seen as examples of how local people can make a real 

difference. Allotments, which are required by statute, also have a strong element of 

direct community ownership and management. A minimum provision of 20 standard 

plots of 250 square metres per 1,000 households is recommended. 

 

There are many other examples of how residents and community groups can support 

or manage their local GI, including seeding community meadows with locally 



appropriate seed, managing private and community gardens sensitively for wildlife, 

and managing areas where the habitat will develop and change through natural 

processes over time (for example networks of private gardens or areas of woodland). 

 

A footnote to the Community Engagement section notes “An estimated 87% of homes have 

access to a garden. Gardens cover up to a quarter of the land surface in our towns and cities 

(432,924 hectares) and contain about 3 million ponds and 28.7 million trees. They support a 

wide range of plants, animals, and also ecosystem processes such as pollination and organic 

matter recycling in soils” 

 

Under “Options to consider for GI design and implementation”: 

 

 Provide private garden space wherever possible. Consideration can be 

given to including provision of hedgerow habitat on at least one side of the 

garden. Other considerations include removing (or creating gaps in) fences to 

ensure connectivity between gardens, and designing garden walls to 

incorporate shelter for overwintering insects. 

 Provide wildlife-friendly allotments, community meadows, orchards and 

woodlands, a series of community gardens offering social and amenity space, 

and attractive, cool and shaded outdoor areas readily accessible from people’s 

homes. 

 Provide public access to GI, except where there are sound reasons to restrict 

this (for example sites of a sensitive nature conservation value/purpose, 

private gardens, railway line sides). 

 

Good news as this guidance seems to be for garden wildlife, we must not be complacent, 

because this is an independent publication, and does not have the force of the previous 

statutory guidance. It would have been very encouraging if Planning Minister Greg Clark had 

launched the document, but we can take heart in that is available from the UK government 

Planning Portal.
2
 

 

You can also download ‘Planning for a healthy environment: good practice for green 

infrastructure and biodiversity’ at www.wildlifetrusts.org/planning.  

 

Wildlife Gardeners Recognised 

Winners of the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and The Wildlife Trusts’ Big Wildlife 

Garden Competition were announced at an awards ceremony on Friday 6th July at the 

Hampton Court Flower show.  This has been funded, as part of its commitment to the Natural 

Environment White Paper, by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

(Defra). 
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Forum members Helen Bostock, Morag Shuaib and Steve Head were on the judging panel 

together with our Patron Sarah Raven.  There were over 400 entries, and worthy prizewinners 

in all categories. 

The winning gardens are diverse and were created for different reasons: one began simply as 

somewhere to enjoy a glass of wine, another because a local community wanted to make 

something lovely of a rubbish-strewn corner of an allotment; the business winner wanted to 

provide staff with a refuge to enjoy at lunchtimes.  There are one each from Lancashire, 

North Lincolnshire, West Sussex and West Yorkshire and two in London. 

Caroline Spelman, Environment Secretary, said: 

“Gardening is a great passion of mine and it really shows me the true value of nature.  I am 

delighted to see that so many people have entered the Big Wildlife Garden competition and 

have been very impressed with the standards shown by the winners. 

“Gardening is one of our great British pastimes and this competition has shown the passion 

people have for creating gardens which work as spaces for families and friends to enjoy as 

well as being wildlife havens.  This competition is a great example of how everyone can help 

the natural environment to flourish.” 

The winners are –  

 

Small residential  

Thierry Suzanne in London whose transformation 

of his garden within four years to a haven for 

wildlife was extraordinary. 

  

Large residential  
Terry Oliver in West Sussex who has developed 

a garden that works for wildlife yet at the same 

time is safe for his young grandchildren. 

New residential  
Kathryn Entwistle in Lancashire for turning a 

waterlogged site into a thriving patch full of a 

variety of trees and flowers, thereby attracting 

a host of wild visitors. 



  

Communities 
Framfield Allotments in London for their 

novel tackling of an overgrown tangle of 

brambles and creation of a large pond. 

  

 

Business  
Cemex South Ferriby Cement Plant in North 

Lincolnshire have taken a small area of 

wasteland beside a main road and converted it 

into a community wildlife garden enjoyed by 

people and animals alike. 

 

Educational  
Farsley Springbank Junior School in West Yorkshire 

for the wide variety of wildlife-friendly features 

which have helped engage children in the wonders of 

the natural world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The awards ceremony was headed by Chris 

Baines, the Forum’s second Patron, and 

included Masterclass sessions with Chris, and 

Natalie Rogers on observing garden wildlife, 

Helen Bostock on planting and Steve Head on garden ponds.  

The winners all received a handsome plaque, membership of the RHS and their local Wildlife 

Trust, and various goodies including wildflower seeds and bird seed. 



It is not clear what further support Defra can provide for wildlife gardening, but this 

competition would be a good target for sponsorship support. 

The Winners ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Flowers and gardens at the Olympics 

Attendees of the last Forum Conference
3
 heard an inspiring talk by Nigel Dunnett on the use 

of annual and perennial flower seed mixes replacing conventional mown grass at the Olympic 

Park. 

 

Temporary annual flower 

display at the Olympic Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewers of the Opening Ceremony also saw extensive use of wildflowers on the 

“Glastonbury Tor” where Lord Coe and President of the IOC Jacques Rogge, made their 

formal presentations to open the Games of the 30th Olympiad. Flowering meadows also 

surrounded the performance area and even the cottages in the opening scene. 
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The turf was supplied in rolls by Wildflower Turf4 of Basingstoke, who specialise 

in large rolls of native grass turf pre-seeded with wild flowers.  The effect on the 

Tor in particular was very convincing. 

 

Big Butterfly Count 
 
 
 
There is still time (just) to take part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count, organised by Butterfly 

Conservation with help from Marks and Spencers’ Plan A: Doing the Right Thing Fund. The 

project runs until 5
th

 August. 

 

Three quarters of Britain’s 56 different 

types of butterfly have declined since the 

1970s, several species have become 

extinct and many others are at risk of 

following in their footsteps. The total 

numbers of our common butterflies has 

decreased by a quarter over just 10 years 

and some familiar garden favourites, such 

as the Small Tortoiseshell, appear to be in 

severe trouble. Its numbers dropped by 

64% over the past decade. This year’s poor 

weather won’t be helping either. 

 

 

© Matt Berry 
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In spite of this dire situation, some butterflies continue to spread northwards, taking 

advantage of the warming climate. Gardens in northern England and Scotland now host 

species, such as the Holly Blue, Speckled Wood and Comma for the first time.  

 

Britain’s butterflies are the best-studied insects in the world and yet there is still much we 

don’t know. Little is known, for example, about the importance of gardens for butterflies or 

about how species are faring in towns and villages. That’s where the Big Butterfly Count 

comes in and where we need your help. 

 

All you need do to take part is to spend 15 minutes watching butterflies and day-flying moths 

in any sunny place between Saturday 14
th

 July and Sunday 5
th

 August. Make a note of what 

you see during your count and then visit www.bigbutterflycount.org to enter your sightings 

through the easy-to-follow website. You can do your count anywhere from back garden to 

woodland walk, and you can do as many counts as you wish, either on different days or in 

different places. The Big Butterfly Count takes place from 14
th

 July – 5
th

 August, but the 

website will remain open for your sightings throughout August.  
 
 

 

 

Too many beekeepers in London? 
 

 

The London Evening Standard on 15
th

  June ran 

this story on declining yields of honey in inner 

city areas. 

 

London’s bees are under threat of starvation and 

disease because of a boom in the number of 

urban beekeepers.  Experts say there is not 

enough food or forage in the city’s parks and 

gardens to sustain the huge and growing number 

of hives. They blame celebrity beekeepers and 

big city firms for setting a trend which has driven 

a surge in the number of people keeping bees. 

Angela Woods, secretary of the London Beekeeping Association (LBA), said:  

“There is simply not enough forage to go around. A square kilometre of forage is 

enough to sustain five colonies. If you take a square kilometre around the Royal 

Festival Hall, there are now 156 registered colonies while there are likely to be many 

more which are unregistered. It has almost got out of control in London. It has 

become fashionable to have bees, partly I think because of the recession. People are 

going back to nature and there is a celebrity aspect to it as well.” 

http://www.standard.co.uk/incoming/article7854405.ece/ALTERNATES/w620/P3-BEES.jpg
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/


There are thought to be 3,200 apiaries within the Greater London area, though only about 75 

per cent of beekeepers register their hives. Campaigns to halt the decline in bees, and 

celebrity enthusiasts such as TV presenters Kate Humble and Bill Turnbull have recently 

boosted interest. Ms Woods says there is also concern about a growing trend for businesses to 

site hives on high rooftops.  She said ideally hives should not be higher than a two-storey 

house, otherwise bees spend too much energy flying up and down to the hives. 

Fortnum & Mason, the London Stock Exchange and the Royal Lancaster Hotel next to Hyde 

Park.have installed rooftop hives.  While the LBA does not want to discourage people from 

keeping bees, gardeners and park managers need to grow more bee-friendly food. 

The lack of forage — nectar and pollen from flowering plants — has resulted in low honey 

yields. Experts say the annual yield for a hive should be a minimum of 35lb of honey, which 

allows keepers to take some and leave the rest for the bees. Now a typical yield for London 

hives is only 31lb. 

Ms Woods said: “Beekeeping is a fantastically rewarding hobby but we are getting really 

worried about the future. People do not realise that the more bees they introduce to London 

the more they are contributing to their own demise
5
. There are a lot of people jumping on the 

bandwagon without realising the risks.” 

Independent beekeeper Fiona Shannon, who runs Kensington Honey from hives in her back 

garden, said: “Beekeeping has become a really popular hobby. No one wants to discourage 

people from taking it up but we do not want the city bursting with bees with nothing to feed 

on. We don’t want the bees to suffer.” 

 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust - Volunteer 

Training Days  

 

 

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is 

holding free training days across the UK in 

July and August to introduce people to our 

various volunteering opportunities.  The 

last two are on 5
th

 August at the  University 

of Stirling, Stirling, and 11
th

  August at the  Wildfowl and Wetland Trust in  Washington, 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

 

If you want to do something to help bumblebees but don’t know where to start then this is the 

event for you. Each event will kick off at 10am with tea, coffee and introductions. During the 

day our team will share our vision for volunteering and how you can become a part of this. 

Our aim is that you will leave the event feeling motivated and equipped to help save the 
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sound of summer in your corner of the country. Lunch will be provided and we will finish by 

3pm at the latest.  

 

If you would like to join us at one of the workshops, please register by emailing 

volunteering@bumblebeeconserva&#8203;tion.org and include the date and location of your 

preferred event in the subject line of the email,  

 

Community Gardens created in Cheltenham 

 

Jo Worthy-Jones of the 

Gloucester Wildlife Trust 

has sent some photographs 

of the “Proud to be Green” 

Community Garden project 

she has been working on 

with Cheltenham Borough 

Homes and resident groups, 

converting previous car 

parks to community space.. 

 

 

 

 

The following is extracted from the project web page on Neighbourhoods Green.
6
 

Built in the 1950s, Scott and Edward Wilson House are two blocks of one-bedroom flats, 

accommodating 205 properties within large communal grounds. The flats have a stark, 

modern look and are a well-known feature along the main road in the local area. 

                                                 
6
 www.neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk/module/casestudy/display/casestudydisplay.aspx?casestudy=38   

mailto:volunteering@bumblebeeconserva&#8203;tion.org
http://www.neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk/module/casestudy/display/casestudydisplay.aspx?casestudy=38


Cheltenham Borough Homes (CBH) recognised a range of needs for Scott and Edward 

Wilson House:  

 A need to encourage more community engagement  

 A need to address the deterioration of the communal spaces  

 A need for residents to have effective ways to address the problems that affect them  

 A need for a bespoke support service to assist residents to access training or 

employment  

The project aimed to transform the local environment by giving residents new skills, bringing 

the community together to achieve a common goal, and providing a quiet haven for wildlife 

and people to enjoy. Actions included: 

 New designs for the communal gardens reflecting residents’ aspirations. 

Attractive new gardens were created with grassed areas, picnic tables, flowerbeds and 

allotment beds  

 A large, celebratory mosaic was created by residents. The design reflects local history 

and looks to the future. It has been placed on a wall looking into the new garden at 

Edward Wilson House  

 Two new wildflower meadows form part of the improvements. Grass at the front of 

each block has been converted to allow the creation of wildflower meadows. In the 

autumn, over 200 plug plants were planted in the meadow and bulbs planted under 

trees.  

The results have been: 

 

1. An improved urban living environment:  

Secure communal gardens for resident use has created a strong sense of community 

within each block. Residents can relax in the quiet haven that they have been part of 

creating. Wildlife habitats offer a home and feeding and breeding grounds for a large 

variety of wildlife including birds, insects and amphibians. The picnic tables provide a 

focal point for social gatherings. The allotment beds provide a place for food-

growing. When the wildflower meadow is in full bloom it will provide a perfect 

environment for bees, and send a strong message to passers-by about residents taking 

pride in where they live.  

 

The creation of defensible space has prevented members of the public walking across 

the grounds of the flats (and reduced dog mess). Residents feel safer and are taking 

better care of the ground outside their property now that it is ‘theirs’.  

 

2. More opportunities for meaningful involvement of residents  

Before this project, residents felt powerless to address the issues that were affecting 

them (such as antisocial behaviour and a poor quality environment). The involvement 

of residents in decision-making and the implementation of the project’s achievements 

has ensured that they feel ownership. A core group of residents have been engaging 

with the project on a regular basis. They now have more confidence and have their 

say on wider services that affect them.  

 

 



3. Increased skills amongst residents  

Sessions delivered by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust have increased knowledge of 

wildlife and habitats. Residents have developed work-related skills such as job 

applications, interview techniques, and increased self-esteem and motivation by 

engaging with the CBH Employment Initiatives service. Team work and 

communication skills have been developed through the new Gardening Group.  

Involvement in the project, through consultation and learning about nature, has given 

residents increased confidence and knowledge.  

4. Reduction in evictions, rent arrears, antisocial behaviour and turnover:  

Tenancy turnover has reduced – the proportion of tenants who remained in their property for 

more than 6 months increased from 83% in 2009 to 93% in 2011, and the number of tenants 

in rent arrears has decreased in the same period.  The number of recorded incidences of 

antisocial behaviour increased; although this was due to better reporting mechanisms and 

more confidence from residents that action would be taken. 

Among the lessons learnt from the project were that resident involvement is critical to the 

success of a physical transformation project, as it encourages ‘buy-in’ to the end product.   

The creation of wildlife habitats and the training associated with this was extremely popular 

and was the hook for residents to become more committed to turning around the condition of 

the gardens and maintaining them in the future. 

[This is a really good example of the use of wildlife habitat enhancement to provide social 

gains in the inner city- Ed.] 

 

Survey underlines importance of local greenspaces 

Tom Butterworth of Natural England has circulated preliminary information about the 

Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment (MENE) survey, which can be found 

at www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/research/mene.aspx  

This is the third year of findings of the way people enjoy the great English outdoors.  The 

MENE survey, which sampled 47,000 people in 2011/12, provides a unique data set on long 

term trends in countryside usage. This year’s results show that: 

 Volumes of visits to urban parks have increased 13 per cent and visits to paths, 

cycleways and bridleways have increased by 20 per cent since 2010/11. 

 68 per cent of visits were to places within two miles of the respondent’s home. 

 93 per cent of the population agreed that having open green spaces close to where 

they live is important. Also 86 per cent agreed that spending time out of doors was an 

important part of their life. 

 Nearly 2.7 billion visits were made to English countryside, coast and open spaces last 

year - around 65 visits per adult
7
. 
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 An estimated £20 billion was spent during visits to the natural environment in 

2011/12.   

 Nearly 1 in 6 people (16%) only visit the natural environment twice or less a year.  

 

The increase in visits to urban parks in particular made a contribution to the overall increase 

in the volumes of visits across England between 2010/11 and 2011/12.  Some of the many 

reasons for visiting local places within two miles include: 

 dog walking (61 per cent of all visits) 

 playing with children (11 per cent of all visit) 

 to relax and unwind (23 per cent of all visits) 

 to watch wildlife (11 per cent of all visits)  

 

The MENE survey includes information on visits to the natural environment, as well as other 

ways of using and enjoying the natural environment - such as time spent in the garden and 

watching nature programmes on television. Unfortunately, the main focus of the survey is on 

day visits to the natural environment, which means time spent outdoors, away from the home 

and private gardens.  It would be extremely useful to have comparative data on the way 

private gardens are used, because one suspects the exposure to the “natural environment” in 

gardens vastly exceeds that in the form of purposeful trips to the countryside.  Perhaps data 

on gardens will eventually be forthcoming. 

Drains Causing Problems for Amphibians  

Froglife's Public Engagement Officer Sivi Sivanesan has been finding out more about some 

research into protecting amphibians from falling down drainage pots at the side of roads. 

 

Roadside gullypots can act as pitfall 

traps when animals fall through the 

grid at road level.   Once trapped it is 

unlikely that the animals will be able 

to escape or survive for any length of 

time.
8
  Perth & Kinross Council 

Countryside Ranger Service have 

been conducting a study since 2010 

to quantify the effect of roadside 

drainage gullypots on amphibians.
9
 

The findings included:  

 

 In 2010 69% of the 322 gullypots checked contained wildlife - 641 amphibians, 56 

mammals and 1 bird. 

 In 2011 63% of the 636 gullypots checked contained wildlife –1087 amphibians and 

114 mammals. 
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 Common toads formed the largest proportion of the trapped animals in both years. 

 Surprisingly the majority of animals were found in August and September rather than 

the breeding migrations of spring.  

 

As a possible way forward, in 2012 the Ranger service obtained special wildlife kerbs 

manufactured by ACO
10

, with funding from the SITA Trust. These kerbs have a recess which 

allows wildlife to bypass the entrance to the gullypot.  

If the wildlife kerbs are shown to be successful in 

the current study (as they have in other locations), 

Perth and Kinross Council Roads Section is 

interested in using them in suitable locations. This 

Council could set a precedent to help save toads at 

significantly important crossings by replacing old 

kerb stones with wildlife ones.  

 

ACO wildlife kerb  

 

One way to help if you are concerned about wildlife and drains in your area is through 

joining your Toad Patrol, sending in your data for toad crossings and  making notes on where 

the gullypots are affecting amphibians and the number of animals you help remove from 

them.  See Froglife’s website for more details: www.froglife.org/toadsonroads/index.htm   

 

 

Urban Grey to Urban Green 

The World Green Roof Congress is being held this year from 18-21
st
 September in 

Copenhagen.  It will bring together the leading practitioners – policy makers, architects, 

designers, urban planners, manufacturers, engineering, environmental and ecological 

consultants – from around the world to highlight the need to transform urban grey to urban 

green. 

The Congress Chairman is Forum member and speaker Dusty Gedge, who wrote the 

excellent introduction to Green roofs
11

 in the Natural England Wildlife Gardening Series. 

For those who can’t afford the £740 conference fee, we hope to cover Green Roofs at the next 

Forum Conference on November 28
th

 this year. 
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Thanks to Jenny Littlewood for sending 

this photo of a bee visiting a flower of  

Viper’s Bugloss on Dusty Gedge's green 

roof at the Mildmay Community Centre 

which is the venue for November’s Forum 

Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Are British slugs under threat? 

This story was posted on the BBC online News Magazine on 4 July 2012
12

    

A "super breed" of slugs has arrived from Spain, but are they a threat to the UK's native 

slugs? The wet weather this year has resulted in problems for people around the country and 

it has helped a "super breed" of slug from Spain flourish in the UK. Numbers of the creature 

commonly known as the Durham or “Spanish Stealth” slug, Arion flagellus, are growing fast 

in the UK  and threatening native molluscs, say experts in the field.  These slugs produce 

hundreds more eggs than native molluscs so numbers increase quickly, and they have brought 

in new diseases and parasites that can kill British slugs. 

 

Another Spanish slug, Arion vulgaris, has already become a huge problem in Norway, 

attacking farms and gardens. Researchers fear the same could eventually happen in the UK. 

 
 

The Spanish stealth 

slug can grow to 

10cm long   It has 

tubercles on the 

upper surface and a 

yellow-greenish 

underside. 
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Dr Les Noble, a slug expert from Aberdeen University said: 

"It is a real concern. I have been collecting and analysing data on slugs for 30 years 

and it is clear to me that this incoming species is getting a foothold in the UK and 

spreading." 

Their aggressive breeding cycle mean they lay around 400 eggs in a year, compared to the 

100 or so laid by native species. Another problem is the diseases and parasites the slugs carry 

and have evolved to deal with.  

"Our slugs self-fertilise and are so highly inbred they can't deal with these new 

diseases and parasites and as a result several slugs and snails may become extinct. 

The result would be a drop in biodiversity. Several species being replaced by one is 

never good. Vegetation types could also start to change as the slugs attack certain 

plants, which could put the native ecosystem out of balance." 

This year's mild winter and wet spring are said to have provided ideal breeding conditions for 

molluscs. The native slug and snail population is said to have trebled in some parts of the 

countryside.  The increasing number of all slugs poses a real threat to agriculture, say experts. 

They also pose a threat to drivers as cars can skid on the slicks left where slugs have been run 

over and squashed.  

"Slugs are also cannibals so when they smell dead slugs that have been crushed by 

cars they gather on the roads to feed on them," says Dr Noble. "This can leave slicks 

on roads which can cause accidents." 

The most common way foreign slugs and other pests arrive in the UK is in imported produce, 

like fruit and vegetables, says slug expert Howard Drury. "Fresh produce from countries such 

a Spain is packed and arrives in the UK within 36 hours," he says. "Pests which pose all sorts 

of threat can come in this way." Figures for the number of native slugs vary, but estimates go 

up to 32 different types.  

 

I have certainly enjoyed a glorious plethora of slugs and snails this year, in partial 

compensation for the lousy summer and paucity of butterflies and bees.  Any observations 

from other Forum Members?   And would anyone like to write a helpful review into the 

impact of conventional slug pellets on other wildlife - and the relative effectiveness of other 

methods of control? 

 

Please send in your news, survey findings and other comments to wlgf@stephenmhead.com  

mailto:wlgf@stephenmhead.com

